


Elucidating the nature of the adhe-
sive forces at the vitreoretinal inter-
face would contribute greatly to our
understanding of PVD, the most com-
mon event in the life of the human
vitreous. In particular, the composi-
tion of the extracellular matrix that
bonds the vitreous cortex to the ILL of
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the retina should be investigated. Such
information would improve our under-
standing of the conditions that result in
retinal tears and detachment and mac-
ular holes.®” Characterizing the mech-
anisms underlying vitreoretinal adhe-
sion could also enable the development
of means by which vitreoretinal adhe-
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sion could be enhanced or weakened,
thereby inhibiting or facilitating PVD.
This could be very useful since, de-
pending on the clinical circumstances,
it may be advantageous to be able to
prevent or induce PVD.
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